COMMON FINAL STATEMENT BETWEEN 

MUNICIPALITY OF ROME – UN-HABITAT-AGFE MISSION

The municipality of Rome and the UN-HABITAT-AGFE representatives, at the end of the visit of February 16th through 19th, 2005, agreed that the investigation and evaluation work of housing emergency in the city was very important. 

The UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission met with several associations and institutions, received documentation and proposals, and observed conditions first-hand. 

Among these organisations were Emmaus Rome, Casa dei Diritti Sociali-Focus, Caritas, Comunità S. Egidio, Unione Inquilini, Action, Conafi, tenants’ committees as well as people undergoing privatisation processes and or been evicted, immigrants (Rom, etc.), and refugees. At his request, the mission met with the Prefecture (Interior minister’s local authority), the ANCI’s (National Association of Italian Municipalities) Consulta Casa (ANCI’s housing committee) and trade unions invited by ANCI itself.

The situation revealed is characterised by an alarming number of families under the process of eviction (immediate or future), among which are elders and handicapped people, homeless families or those living in hospitality centres, people living together with other families or in a situation of overcrowding, people still living in residences who survive on monthly social financial support because of severe housing conditions, evicted people, and thousand of people living in emergency shelters.

The number of evictions, already high, appears to be growing, especially because those caused by unpaid rents and inadequate social protection through the State’s selling of its own housing public stock.

On the 31st of March 2005, the eviction delay period in favour of the most in poor condition families will expire. The facts show the absolute ineffectiveness of this Government regulation. It has insufficient funding and clearly reflects the Central Government withdrawal from his responsibility through the handing over of the crucial problems encountered to the municipal government sphere. 

The root causes of this situation are the combined effect of the exponential growth of housing costs and consequent rise in rental prices, the progressive elimination of social housing for rent because of privatisation and selling off the biggest social housing properties (i.e., owned by insurances, etc.), by the absence of any national and European community institutional system in the form of financial support to help address migratory flows and by the continual absence of a national housing policy. 

This emergency in the Rome housing situation has many common elements with the crisis in other Italian and European towns.

We found that important structural interventions are needed for supporting the housing offer to that segment of the “poor” that has an absolute need for huge public support, and to make available rental housing for medium-low and low-income families who are also in need.

We found that it is unacceptable to decrease housing “vouchers” that have benefited thousand of families by helping sustain rental costs.

We found that the current political-administrative direction followed by the municipal authority is correct, dedicating an important share of their own resources to an intervention based on a diversified policy toward the different segments of the affected populations and in particular to augment the availability of rental housing in accordance with agreed/ social/convention of monthly rates.

We found that the Rome municipality Council is discussing, through a thoroughly participatory method, an important legal provision identifying several elements characterising Rome’s housing emergency along with the administrative acts needed to deal with them.

We decided that it is necessary to encourage general awareness at a national and international level, that the loss of your house or the inability to have housing threatens the right to life itself. This makes assistance from public institutions an obligation and a way to promote solidarity from everyone.

We pointed out the importance of the International Covenant for Economical, Social and Cultural rights ratified by Italy that, in art. 11, says that "The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right”.
We found that it is necessary to promote an “action plan for zero evictions” based on the right to housing as a right to life at a local, national and European level. 

We found agreement over the programmatic proposal already included in the deliberation over housing policies in the Rome area and adopted by the municipality government and during the discussion in the municipality Council to declare Rome “evictions-free territory”. 

We found agreement on the necessity to demand at the European Community level the creation of a housing support fund to help meet the need arising from people who make up international migratory flows.

We found agreement on the necessity to realise in coordination with ANCI a confrontation with the representatives of the European Commission and Parliament to promote new legislation with the objective to guarantee social rights, in particular referring to housing rights and adequate structural funding for the achievement of this objective.

Finally, we decided to renew the invitation to UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission for periodic monitoring of the housing situation. The municipality of Rome will be present at international initiatives that this mission will promote and with the participation of those towns having severe housing problems. 

The UN-HABITAT-AGFE delegation appreciates the engagement of all interested parties to find and propose solutions to the housing crisis and will report the results of this mission to the next UN-HABITAT-AGFE meeting in order to follow-up concretely. This will be carried out with respect to autonomy of all organizations and individuals concerned.
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